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Home The Eastern Iowa DX Bulletin 
Meetings Number 195, November 10, 2023 
M 

ED ets Craig Fastenow, K@CF, Editor 
Officers 

This bulletin is a compilation of currently active DX operations (or those that will 

Newsletter become active within the current week) from recent issues of the three DX bulletins listed 
E. Iowa DX Bulletin below and other sources. Credit for the source is given at the end of each article. 
Buy-Sell-Trade Articles are ordered by the entity's callsign prefix from the ARRL DXCC Entities List. 


Callsigns used are in bold with dates of operation highlighted in red. Clickable links are 
poo SOprrovided for QSL and other information wherever possible. Articles will remain in The 
About EIDXA Bulletin while active, but with a 5-week maximum. 


DXCC Card Checking 


History Also included is a Propagation section, updated daily; and a Contest Calendar of 
upcoming popular contests. 


Constitution & Bylaws 


DX Resources DX News items are courtesy of: 
The ARRL DX Bulletin 
The bulletin is available at http://www.arrl.org 
425 DX News, A.R.I. DX Bulletin (425DXN) 
Edited by Mauro Pregliasco, I11JQJ & Valeria Pregliasco, IKIADH 
425 DX News Home Page: https://www.425dxn.org/ 
425 DX News Google Group: https://groups.google.com/g/425eng 
DX Newsletter (DXNL) 
Edited by Andreas Salder, DKSON 
A weekly service of DARC Committee "DX", http://www.darcdxhf.de 
Propagation data is from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's Space Weather Prediction Center 
Contest data courtesy of the WA7BNM Contest Calendar 


Solar-Terrestrial Data 
11 Nov 2623 6659 GHT 
SFI: SN: 


DX News 
ind: 993.1 
Si mieatigl 3A, MONACO. Gianni, I1UWF will be active as 3A/I1UWF from Monaco on November 
Current: Soler Inege 14th. He will operate SSB and maybe RTTY on 40-10 meters. QSL via ILUWF. 


-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1110-1117) 


4S, SRI LANKA. Peter, DC@KK is active again as 4S7KKG from Sri Lanka (AS-003, grid 
MJ96xk) until March 30, 2024. He operates FT8, FT4, RTTY and possibly CW on 20-6 
meters. QSL via LoTW, ClubLog's OQRS, or direct to DC@KK. 

-[425DXN # 1697 November 11, 2023] (1110-1215) 


Copyright Paul L Herrman 2023 


Solar data courtesy 4wW, TIMOR-LESTE. A large group of operators will be QRV as 4WS8xX from Dili from 


Solar Data Banners & Widgets 


November 6th to December 5th. Activity will be on the HF bands using CW, SSB, RTTY, 
FT8, and FT4. This includes being entries in the upcoming WAEDC RTTY and CQ WW DX 
CW Contest (November 25th-26th). For more information see: http://timor-leste-dx.de/. 
QSL via DJ4MX or ClubLog’s OQRS. 
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-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 44 November 2, 2023] (1103-1208) 


5H, TANZANIA. Maurizio, IK2GZU will be active again as SH3MB from Tanzania from 
November 8th to December 8th, while doing volunteer work at the Ikelu Hospital and 
Ilembula Orphanage. In his spare time he will operate SSB, CW and digital modes on 80- 
10 meters. QSL via ClubLog's OQRS, LoTW and eQSL, or via IK2GZU. 

-[425DXN # 1690 September 23, 2023] (1103-1208) 


70, YEMEN. Ken, LA7GIA and Shani, HA5DDX will be active as 7O8AD and 7O8AE 
respectively from November 3rd to 16th. This is a tent and generator operation at Dhi 
Hamri island (AF-028). Expect 2 or 3 100W stations on the air with focus on CW and SSB: 
7O8AD - CW/FT8 (2 Tx, 1 CW & 1 FT8, SO2R) 
7O8AE - SSB (1 Tx) 
Bands: 160 through 10m. FT8 will be WSJT-X F/H or MHSV. Antennas are verticals and 
VDA close to saltwater with clear beach take-off. 
Pilot: Steve, N2AJ (stevousa@aol.com). All questions during the operation go to Steve as 
the team has no internet access and no email. Updates will be posted at 
https://www.grz.com/db/7O8AE. QSL via M@OXO's OORS and LoTW. All QSL questions to 
M@OxO. 
-[K@CF November 1, 2023] (1101-1117) 


9M6, EAST MALAYSIA. Saty, JE1JKL will be active again as 9M6NA from Labuan Island 
(OC- 133), East Malaysia for the CQ WW DX SSB Contest (October 28th-29th) (SOAB 
15m) and the CQ WW DX CW Contest (November 25th-26th) (SOAB). QSL via LoTW and 
ClubLog's OQRS. 

-[425DXN # 1694 October 21, 2023] (1027-1201) 


A2, BOTSWANA. A group of operators are QRV as A25R until November 12th. Activity is 
on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, and FT8 with several stations. QSL via ClubLog’s 
OQRS. 

-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 44 November 2, 2023] (1103-1117) 


A2, BOTSWANA. The Russian DXpedition Team will be active again as A2Z5RU from 
Botswana from October 26th to November 12th. Seven operators (namely RSEC, R7AL, 
RA1ZZ, RW9JZ, UA3QLC, OK8AU and SP6EQZ) will be QRV on 160-6 meters CW and SSB 
with three stations, and digital modes (mainly FT8) with six or seven stations. QSL via 
ClubLog's OQRS. See https://www.rudxt.com/a25ru for more information. 

-[425DXN # 1694 October 21, 2023] (1020-1117) 


A4, OMAN. Special callsign A43ND marks the 53rd Omani National Day during 
November. QSL via EC6DX, LoTW, eQSL, qrz.com. 
-[DXNL # 2379 November 8, 2023] (1110-1201) 


A6, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. The Emirates Amateur Radio Society will celebrate Oman 
National Day as AG@OMA on November 12th-18th (QSL via EA7FTR); individual 
operators may append a serial number to the special callsign, and be QRV as AG@OMA/ 
@, AG@OMA/1, etc. (see qrz.com for the QSL routes). 

-[425DXN # 1697 November 11, 2023] (1110-1117) 


A9, BAHRAIN. The Bahrain Amateur Radio Society will celebrate Oman National Day as 
A910MA on November 12th-18th (QSL via EC6DX and LoTW). 
-[425DXN # 1697 November 11, 2023] (1110-1117) 


BS7, SCARBOROUGH REEF. Gil, 4F2KWT, announces that he has received permission to 
visit the island Bajo de Masinloc (AS-116) (a Filipino-Spanish name for Scarborough 
Reef). More information to follow later. 

-[DXNL # 2378 November 1, 2023] (1103-1117) 
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CE9, ANTARCTICA. Esperanza Base is now active on PSK31 using the call sign L36Z, 
celebrating the station's anniversary. Look for them to be using FT8 also. QSL via LoTW, 
or direct to LU4DXU. 

-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 45 November 9, 2023] (1110-1124) 


CN, MOROCCO. Stephan, DLiMOG, is currently active again as CN2MOG and will remain 
so during November, while exploring the Atlas mountains on a caravanning trip. QSL via 
DLiMOG. 

-[DXNL # 2378 November 1, 2023] (1103-1201) 


DU, PHILIPPINES. Special event station DU37EUDXF is QRV until November 30th to 
celebrate 37 years of the European DX Foundation. QSL via operators' instructions. 
-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 44 November 2, 2023] (1103-1201) 


DXCC TOP TWENTY. Here are the top 20 entities on ClubLog’s "DXCC Most Wanted" list 


as of November 9, 2023: 
1. P5 DPRK (North Korea) 11. 3Y/B Bouvet Island 


2. BS7H Scarborough Reef 12. ZS8 Prince Edward & Marion Islands 
3. CE@X San Felix Islands 13. KH4 Midway Island 

4. BV9P Pratas Island 14. VK@M Macquarie Island 

5. KH7K Kure Island 15. PY@S Saint Peter And Paul Rocks 

6. KH3 Johnston Island 16. PY@T Trindade & Martim Vaz Islands 

7. FT/G Glorioso Island 17. KP5 Desecheo Island 

8. 3Y/P Peter 1 Island 18. VP8S South Sandwich Islands 

9. FT5/X Kerguelen Island 19. KH5 Palmyra & Jarvis Islands 

10. YVO Aves Island 20. ZL9 New Zealand Subantarctic Islands 


For the complete list, see https://clublog.org/mostwanted.php 
-[K@CF November 9, 2023] (1110-1124) 


EI, IRELAND. Special event callsign EI8@MB will be active from November ist to May 
31, 2024, to commemorate the 80th anniversary since 168 German seamen were 
miraculously rescued from the waters of the Bay of Biscay after a battle between British 
and German naval forces (December 29, 1943). Carried out by the small Irish coaster 
"Kerlogue" (callsign EIMB), the rescue took more than ten hours. QSL via ClubLog's OQRS 
or via EI6AL. 

-[425DXN # 1695 October 28, 2023] (1027-1201) 


F, FRANCE. The Radio Club de Wingles (F4KLR) will be active as TM125ED from 
November 4th to December 31st. The special callsign commemorates the 125th 
anniversary since radio pioneer Eugene Ducretet gave a public demonstration of wireless 
communication between the Eiffel Tower and the Pantheon 4 km away (November 5, 
1898). All CW and SSB QSOs will be confirmed automatically via the bureau and eQSL, 
FT8 QSOs will be confirmed via eQSL only; direct cards via F4KLR. 

-[425DXN # 1693 October 14, 2023] (1103-1208) 


F, FRANCE. Once again, the Radio Club de Nice will be active as TM8AB to 
commemorate the anniversary of the first transatlantic amateur two-way contact between 
Leon Deloy, F8AB and Fred Schnell, 1MO (November 28, 1923). Look for activity on 80-10 
meters SSB, CW, FT8 and SSTV during the weekends between October 28th and 
December 10th. QSL via F4KIJQ. 

-[425DXN # 1691 September 30, 2023] (1027-1201) 


FG, GUADELOUPE. Vaclav, OK6RA will be active holiday style as FG/OK6RA from 
Guadeloupe (NA-102) on November 8th-27th. He will operate CW, SSB and FT8 on 40-10 
meters (maybe also on 6m), with main activity during the CQ WW DX CW Contest 
(November 25th-26th, SOSB 15m). QSL via OK6RA or ClubLog’s OQRS. 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1103-1201) 


FJ, SAINT BARTHELEMY. Phil, K2LIO is QRV as FJ4WEB until December 31st. Activity 
is holiday style on 40 to 10 meters. QSL to K2LIO. 
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FO/M, MARQUESAS ISLAND. Didier, FEBCW and other nine operators (namely FIMNQ, 
F4ISZ, F5JRX, FSLRL, FSVHQ, F6EEQ, F6FMC, F6HBI and F8GGV) will be active as TX7L 
from Hiva Oa, Marquesas Islands (OC-027) on November 4th-19th. They plan to operate 
CW, SSB, FT8, FT4 and RTTY on 160-6 meters with four stations. QSL exclusively via 
CluLog's OQRS; the full log will be uploaded to LoTW six months after the operation. See 
https://marquises2023.f6kjs.fr/ for more information, as well as 
https://www.facebook.com/TX7L-109202902174568/ for updates. 

-[425DXN # 1671 May 13, 2023] (1103-1124) 


H4, SOLOMON ISLANDS. The H44WA DxXpedition to Guadalcanal (OC-047), Solomon 
Islands is confirmed to take place on November 15th-29th. The team will arrive on 
November 12th, and there might be some limited activity on FT8 while they build their 
antenna farm. QSL via M@URX's OQRS. Bureau cards will not be provided, and there will 
be "no full log LoTW upload". More information and detailed QSL policy can be found on 
https://www.h44wa.com/. 

-[425DXN # 1695 October 28, 2023] (1110-1201) 


HB9, SWITZERLAND. Special callsign HB8DELOY is the for members of the Swiss Air 
Force Museum's Radio Club (HB4FR) to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the first 
transatlantic amateur two-way contact between Leon Deloy, F8AB and Fred Schnell, 1MO 
(November 28, 1923). Look for activity from November ist to December 31st. QSL via 
HB9ACA (bureau preferred). 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1103-1208) 


HK, COLOMBIA. Lothar, DK8LRF is active again as HK3JCL since September 10th. QSL 
via DK8LRF. 
-[DXNL # 2377 October 25, 2023] (1027-1117) 


LU, ARGENTINA. Look for L34IGUAZU, as well as the operators as LUSJAH/I, 
LU5JIB/I, LU5JSB/I, LU9IJDZ/I, LU9IJZX/I and LUOIJZY/TI, to be active from the 
Iguazu National Park on November 10th-12th, from 1100 to 2100 UTC. They will operate 
SSB and FT8 on 40, 20 and 10m. QSL via operators’ instructions. 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1110-1117) 


LU, ARGENTINA. Members of the Radio Club QRM Belgrano will be active with the 
callsign LU4AAO from November 4th to 12th, marking their 2023 Tradition Day. QSL 
direct. An award is also available: http://lu4aao.org/cert_dia_tradicion 2023.htm 
-[DXNL # 2378 November 1, 2023] (1103-1117) 


PA, NETHERLANDS. Special callsign PF23MAX celebrates Max Verstappen's Formula 1 
World Championship 2023 title during November. QRV on HF and via QO-100. QSL via 
PF23MAX. 

-[DXNL # 2379 November 8, 2023] (1110-1201) 


PA, NETHERLANDS. Dutch members of the European DX Foundation will operate special 
callsigns PA37EUDXF, PB37EUDXF, PC37EUDXF, PD37EUDXF, PE37EUDXF, 
PF37EUDXF, PG37EUDXF, PH37EUDXF and PI37EUDXF from November ist to 30th 
to celebrate the EUDXF's 37th anniversary. QSL PH37EUDXF via PA2TMS; QSL other 
callsigns via LoTW, ClubLog's OQRS (preferred), or via PALAW. 

-[425DXN # 1693 October 14, 2023] (1027-1201) 


P37, SINT MAARTEN. After the CQ WW DX SSB Contest, Ed, N2HX will move from St. 
Kitts to Sint Maarten (NA-105). He will be QRV as PJ7PL, including entries in the CQ WW 
DX CW Contest (November 25th-26th) and the ARRL 10- Meter Contest (December 9th- 
10th). QSL via N2HX. 

-[425DXN # 1694 October 21, 2023] (1103-1215) 
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PY, BRAZIL. Brazilian radio amateurs are celebrating Brazil's Amateur Radio Day until 
November 11th with the callsign ZZ2RB on CW, SSB, FT8, and via satellite. An award is 
also available. QSL only via LoTW. 

-[DXNL # 2379 November 8, 2023] (1110-1117) 


PY@T, TRINDADE & MARTIM VAZ IS. Team PR@T is now expected to be QRV from 
Trindade Island (SA-010) on November 16th-19th. The three-men on-site team will 
operate SSB and CW; the FT8 station will be operated remotely by ten other amateurs. 
Look for activity on 40-10m. QSL via MZOXO's OQRS. See 
https://www.pr0t.com.br/home/ for more information. Plans are to upload QSOs in real 
time to https://hampass.org/2023-prOt. 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1110-1124) 


SP, POLAND. Special callsign SN15AXI honors the memory of Janek Bonikowski, 
SP3AXI, a scout leader and amateur radio Elmer, who died in 2008. QRV until the end of 
January 2024. QSL via bureau or eQSL. 

-[DXNL # 2379 November 8, 2023] (1110-1215) 


SP, POLAND. The Bydgoszcz Amateur Radio Club (SP2PBY) will be active as SN3BUW, 
SN3IW, SNG6ESH and SN6IU on November 6th-19th to honor the memory of Henryk 
Kruszynski SP2BUW (1957-2020), Ryszard Czerwinski SP2IW (1932-2018), Boleslaw 
Krzymin SP2ESH (1936-2016) and Zbigniew Gorgolewski SP2IU (1933-2017). QSLs via 
SP2PBY. A certificate will be available: http://www.sp2pby.pl/. 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1103-1124) 


T8, PALAU. Nobu, JA@JHQ will be active again as T88PB from Koror (OC-009), Palau on 
November 10th-13th, with main activity during the Phone leg of the Japan International 
DX Contest (from 0700 UTC on November 11 to 1300 UTC on November 12, 
http://jidx.org/). QSL via LoTW (preferred), or direct to JAOJHQ. 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1110-1117) 


TJ, CAMEROON. A large group of operators will be QRV as TJ9MD until November 15th. 
Activity will be on the HF bands, and possibly 160 and 6 meters, with multiple stations. 
QSL via IK2VUC. 

-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 45 November 9, 2023] (1110-1117) 


V6, MICRONESIA. Cezar, VE3LYC has been in Weno since October 28th, but as of 
November 3rd the situation was still very fluid and he did not yet have a fixed schedule 
for his trip ("it is like a puzzle in which several pieces must come together nicely", he 
says). His current tentative plan is: November 11th or 12th arrival in Satawal (OC-299) 
as V62S; November 19th or 20th departure from Satawal and arrival in Puluwat (OC- 
155) as V62P; November 24th departure from Puluwat. Hopefully the plan will be 
finalized on November 6th. Cezar posts regular updates to https://v6iota.weebly.com/. 
-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1110-1124) 


V6, MICRONESIA. DF4GV, DK2AMM, DL2AMD and DL2AWG will be active as V6EU from 
Chuuk Island (OC-011), Micronesia on November 15th-28th. They will operate SSB, CW, 
RTTY and FT8 on 160-10 meters. QSL via DL2AWG, ClubLog's OQRS and LoTW. 
-[425DXN # 1679 July 8, 2023] (1110-1201) 


VE, CANADA. Pierre, VK3KTB and Alexey VE1RUS will be active again as VY@ERC from 
the Eureka Amateur Radio Club station on Ellesmere Island (NA- 008) from October 21st 
to November 22nd. QSL via M@OXO's OQRS. 

-[425DXN # 1694 October 21, 2023] (1020-1124) 


VK, AUSTRALIA. Tom, VK2WN (SP7WT) will be active as AX37EUDXF from October 
15th until November 30th to celebrate the 37th anniversary of the European DX 
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Foundation. QSL via LoTW, eQSL, ClubLog's OQRS. He does not use the bureau. 
-[425DXN # 1694 October 21, 2023] (1020-1124) 


VK9X, CHRISTMAS ISLAND. Yuris, YL2GM and Eugene, EA5EL will be active as VKOXY 
from Christmas Island (OC-002) on November 14th-27th. They will operate CW, SSB and 
FT8 on 160-6 meters with two stations. QSLs via ClubLog's OQRS (direct and bureau), or 
direct to YL2GN. See https://www.Iral.lv/vk9xy_vk9cy/index.html for information. 
-[425DXN # 1697 November 11, 2023] (1110-1201) 


VP2V, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS. Look for Kevin, W1DED to be active as 
VP2V/W1DED from Virgin Gorda (NA-023) on November 11th-19th. QSL via LoTW, or 
direct to WiDED. 

-[425DXN # 1696 November 4, 2023] (1110-1124) 


XW, LAOS. Patrick F2DX, Vincent F4BKV, Diego F4HAU, Pascal FS5PTM, and Julien F8AVK 
will be active as XW4DX from Laos on November 16th to 27th. Plans are to operate SSB, 
CW and digital modes with up to five stations. Their license is only valid for 160, 40, 20, 
17, 15, 12 and 10 meters. QSL via ClubLog's OQRS and LoTW, or direct to F4BKV. See 
https://xw4dx.f4bkv.net/ for more information and updates. 

-[425DXN # 1688 September 9, 2023] (1110-1201) 


YB, INDONESIA. Burkhard, YB9/DL3KZA is QRV on Flores Island, OC-151, until 
November 17th, operating holiday style, using FT8. 
-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 45 November 9, 2023] (1110-1117) 


YU, SERBIA. The Amateur Radio Union of Serbia (YU1SRS) will host the 26th IARU 
Region 1 General Conference, to be held at Zlatibor on November 1st-4th. A special 
callsign has been issued, YT26IARU, which may be operated until December 31st by the 
hosting society as well as by the conference amateur radio station. QSL via LoTW. 
-[425DXN # 1672 May 20, 2023] (1027-1124) 


ZA, ALBANIA. Ron, NS5K, will be active as ZA15K until November 15th. 
-[DXNL # 2379 November 8, 2023] (1110-1117) 


ZF, CAYMAN ISLANDS. Stan, K5GO will be QRV as ZF9CW until February 15th, 2024, 
on the HF bands, using mostly CW, with some SSB. QSL direct to K5GO. 
-[ARRL DX Bulletin # 45 November 9, 2023] (1110-1215) 


ZL7, CHATHAM ISLAND. Team ZL7A's flight to Chatham Island has been delayed by 
two days because of fog, and it is now scheduled for November 11th (check 
https://www.qrz.com/db/ZL7A for updates. Three operators expect to be QRV until 
November 22nd using SSB, CW, FT8 and FT4 on 160-6m. QSL via LoTW (preferred), 
ClubLog's OQRS, eQSL, or direct to JF10CQ. 

-[425DXN # 1697 November 11, 2023] (1110-1124) 


Propagation (Updated daily) 
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Weekly Solar Data 
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November 10, 2023 
The Weekly Solar Data chart plots Solar Flux Index (SFI), Sunspot number (SSN) and 
Planetary K-Index (K-Idx) for the past 8 days. With 8 Planetary K-index readings each 
day, only the minimum, average and maximum K-index values are plotted. Note: You 
may click here or on the chart above to see the same data for the past month. 


The Daily Solar Flux Index, Sunspot number, Planetary K-index, Solar Flux predictions and 
Solar Flare data used in this bulletin have been collected by K@CF from from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce's NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center. 


The propagation graphs above are the creations of KOCF and are unique in space weather 
reporting. 


NASA's current view of 
the Sun at a wave- 
length of 131 Angstroms. 
This wavelength shows 
incredible solar detail. 


Click here or on the 
image to view as a full 
screen 48-hour video 
loop. It is fascinating! 


Propagation Summary 
For the 8 day period from Thursday, November 2nd through yesterday, November 9th. 


The average solar flux was up 7 points from the previous week, with a weekly high of 158 
on Thursday, November 2nd, followed by a low of 139 on November 9th. 


The average sunspot count was up 2 for the week, peaking at 113 on Thursday, 
November 2nd followed by a weekly low of 67 on November 6th. 


The Planetary K-index weekly average was 4.2 with a maximum of 7.0 on Sunday, 
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November 5th, resulting in strong geomagnetic storm conditions. 


Solar flare activity since November 2nd has been quiet with only 4 major flares, the 
largest of which was an M 1.8 event on Sunday, November 5th. 


Propagation Data 
Major solar flares, Thursday, November 2nd through 1752 UTC, November 10th. 


From the NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center, here are the probabilities of major solar 
flares and the predicted 10.7 cm Solar Flux for the next 3 days. NOAA updates this 
information daily. 


Looking farther ahead, here is the NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center forecast of 
10.7 cm radio flux and maximum Planetary K-index (Kp) for the next 12 days. This data 
is updated by NOAA only once a week, on Monday. 


Highs for Cycle 25 
Solar Flux: 234 on January 15, 2023. 
Sunspots: 227 on July 11, 2023. 


Favorite Propagation web sites 
Excellent Maximum Usable Frequency map: https://prop.kc2g.com/ 


https://www.spaceweather.com/ 
https://www.solarham.net/ 
https://dx.gsl.net/propagation/ 


NOAA's Cycle 25 Forecast Revised 
A revised forcast for Solar Cycle 25 has been released. It shows an earlier, more intense 
peak than previous forecasts. Here is their new graph: 
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Experimental Solar Cycle 25 Prediction 


International Sunspot Number 
Predicted Max 137 - 173 
Jan - Oct 2024 


F10.7cm Radio Flux 
Predicted Max 165 - 194 
Jan - Oct 2024 


2024 2026 2030 2032 
Years 
— Experimental Prediction 
— Monthly observations mm 25% quartile 
Space Weather Prediction Testbed === Smoothed monthly observations 50% quartile 
issued 10 Oct 2023 2019 NOAA/NASA/ISES Panel Prediction (range) 75% quartile 


The pink-colored area is the original prediction; the magenta area is the new, updated 
prediction. Solar Cycle 25 should peak between January and October 2024, but higher 
numbers will persist well into 2025, 2026 and beyond. (Click on the graph above to see 
the complete story on NOAA's web site.) 


A Propagation Tutorial 

The solar X-ray flux tracks solar activity and solar flares. Solar flux, which can vary from 
as low as 50 to as high as 300, influences the level of ionization in the F2 region of the 
ionosphere, providing a very good prediction of HF DX conditions. The higher the solar 
flux, the better conditions will be for the higher HF frequencies and even 6 meters. 
However, the levels need to be maintained for some days to allow ionization in the F2 
layer to build up. A solar flux of 150 results in good HF band conditions, while levels of 
200 and up can provide great conditions. 


Large X-ray flares on the sun can increase the ionization of the D layer of the ionosphere 
(a lower layer) on the sunlit side of the Earth, greatly attenuating or blocking HF radio 
transmissions for up to a half hour. Solar flares often produce Coronal Mass Ejections 
(CMEs) which, if Earth directed, can lead to geomagnetic storms. Some large flares are 
also accompanied by strong radio bursts that may interfere with other radio frequencies 
and cause problems for satellite communication and radio navigation (GPS). 


The Planetary K-index is a measure of the magnitude of geomagnetic storms and is an 
excellent indicator of disturbances in the Earth's magnetic field. A level of 1 or 2 
represents quiet geomagnetic conditions; a reading of 3 or 4 may cause some 
propagation deterioration; 5 and 6 are minor to moderate geomagnetic storms; and 7 to 
9 are strong, severe, and extreme storm conditions. Strong geomagnetic storms can 
trigger Auroral displays and cause HF radio blackouts. Higher geomagnetic activity also 
has the adverse effect of lowering maximum usable frequencies, much like lower solar 
flux does. 


For best conditions, the solar flux should be above 150 for a few days with the K index 
below 2. When these conditions are met, some good Dx is likely! 
-[Compiled from information on NOAA.gov and other sources] 
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Eastern Iowa DX Association 


Contest Calendar 
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WAE DX Contest, RTTY 
10-10 Int. Fall Contest, Digital 
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Nov 12 


}oK/oM DX Contest, CW 


Nov 11 


[12002 


Nov i 


[North American SSB Sprint Contest 


Nov 12 


}o000z 


Nov ie 


LZ DX Contest 


Nov 18 


1200Z 


INov 19) 


ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB 
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW 


Nov 18 
Nov 25 


Nov 20 


[o) 


ARRL 160-Meter Contest 
ARRL 10-Meter Contest 


Dec 1 


Dec 9 


Dec 3 
Dec 10) 


OK DX RTTY Contest 


Dec 16 


Dec 16 


[Croatian CW Contest 


Dec 16 


[Dec 17 


JARRL Rookie Roundup, CW 


Dec 17 


[Dec 17 


RAC Winter Contest 


Dec 30 


Dec 30 


Stew Perry Topband Challenge 


ARRL RTTY Roundup 


Dec 30 


Jan 6 


1500Z 
1800Z 


Dec 31 
Jan 7 


ARRL Kids Day 
YB DX Contest 


Jan 6 
Jan 13 


1800Z 
000Z 


Jan 6 
Jan 13 


North American QSO Party, CW 


Jan 13 


1800Z 


Jan 14 
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|Hungarian DX Contest 


Jan 20 


ae [o) O}feFy]elolotiNnyijoyl Nn 
N O}]a;R]o!;o;rnNni|j oje 
[o) oO/]o}]o]o]0] 0] 0;,0 
oO O};lo];]ol;1foy;]oloyoyo 
N NIN INT N TNT NIT NIN 


jan 21 


[North American QSO Party, SSB 


Jan 20 


/1800z 


Jan 21 


JARRL January VHF Contest 


Jan 20 


|1900z 


jan 22 


CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 
BARTG RTTY Sprint 


Jan 26 


Jan 27 


1200Z 


Jan 28 
Jan 28 


Winter Field Day 
Vermont QSO Party 
10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB 


Jan 27 


Feb 3 


Feb 3 


1700Z 


Jan 28 
Feb 4 
Feb 4 
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[Mexico RTTY International Contest 


Feb 3 


[Feb 4 


Minnesota QSO Party 


Feb 3 


[Feb 3 


[British Columbia QSO Party 


Feb 3 


[Feb 4 


North American Sprint, CW 


Feb 4 


Feb 4 


-[Contest data courtesy of the WA7BNM Contest Calendar ] 
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